patients, showing dysfunction and considerable distortion of the colon, have not been included in the present article as the degree of dilatation was but slight and they would therefore come more correctly under the heading of redundant colon.
The five patients described below were the children of European parents in comfortable circumstances, two boys and three girls. The condition has not been labelled Hirschsprung's disease as the degree of enlargement was not that commonly associated with this condition and two at least showed definite causative mechanical obstruction.
The diagnosis, in three cases, was verified by means of x-ray photographs of barium enemata; in the other two, the clinical evidence, the marked distension of the abdomen with visible peristalsis of the colon, was sufficiently clear to warrant the conclusion that the disease was megalocolon. In order to facilitate reproduction the rr-ray plates have 
